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A& % “The Brahmin were responsible for wiping out Jainism

from Bengal. Jain temples were converted into Hindu temples
and even some of the deities who were widely worshipped were
given Hindu names and worshipped as Hindu Gods without
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“The kingdon oAngaVanga and Magadha was formed
by the 10 century B.C. located in the Bihar and Bengal regions.
Exact origin of the word Bengla or Bengal is unknown. Itis
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There is a description of the encounter between the

Pandus and the mighty ruler of ¥&ngasWhile some of the

Bengali Kings fought on elephants, other rode on ocean bread

steeds of the hue of the modiiE & IS TGS & T FT
% g T o TV eI & | SR F WER H I & Al
TSTHIRT i U T T 301G ¢ | HEIRA H S & de i
TR o AN ! AoTes el 97 1 & 39 & & AN S0
TWRT & AN | UTEH Ggg STHUT Wigh e WRT ht
FTAE FHIR HA o o GG § [ §¢ R A
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TETERISAT i 3T STAR et J: X Id & T ¥d AT |
79 T | €. G T HAR TS T T8 FHIT HeTqol §—

“Myths and Legends of Gods and heroes current among
theAustrics and Dravidiands, long attending the peridhpf
ans advent in India%00B.C.) appeared to have been rendered
in theAryan language in late and garbled or improved version
according to themselvesAoyan Gods and heroes of the world
and itis these myths and legends to Gods and sages we largely
find in Puranas”.

TETRT | AT TReE a1 hael ai o & "eheed
TR o1 3T GUF T YT 7 37T T &TST Hel Sl & |
HETRA H ST ST | S off 91 /el /AT T € | GRS
STeT off 3HE 9 o 9|

The Mahabharata states thaga included evevianga,
that is, the deltaic Bengal between the Bhagirathi in the west
and the Meghna-Padma in the east; if this be true, thandae
Vanga country included the whole of the modern district of
Murshidabad.

it ardAT— T 1Y 9 % AR A5 drde]
QAT F ST, S, HOM W gER HAT 411 T o ST §
FHICTT 1 3R ST X §U T Feeh § g ATF e o
TR SER WIS T&UT AT AT | qg Qoo $. I, Y a1 & | WM
TS ST AGTOT Tt T YR ST o UShEH Aeheddl &
H AT &1 T8 o TG i AT IH HA A § |

R SO A S

Among othefirthankaras Parsvanatha and Neminatha
before Mahavira belong to an age close to the threshold of his-
tory. It may be recalled that 20 of the Pdthankaras from
Rsabhanatha to Mahavira attained th&irana on the crest
of the Sammeta Sikhara, i.e. the mount of Parsvanatha in east-
ern India. Standing in a picturesque landscape of Hazaribagh
district close t&\Vest Bengal, the hill has both an idyllic and holy
association. It is sacred to the Jainas.

Jainism inAncient Bengal, . Das Gupta.

TS HeTdR & HTEATRIT H 39 &9 § 98R % 985
TET R TS TEETT i HIES T GHT A BT Soord
S e § Holdl § ST9H Ul 9oAdl € 6 339 A
TS ST TS 5 &3 | AT o7 | T &4 o i & g
IR TR TR AGI0T g AT| ST S H  AREd w9
Y IAHT TEXOT I AT| AT WHIRT o Wryat & S
HETER % AT T 0T STt G § &4 Tefdl ¢ | S
g o T W HeTd’ el o -

TVl SREAT Y TR VYO T AT

T3 JAUMEY S0EEH G TS
Arhat Parsva, the most respected of men, ordained the sphere
to be ebrnal, urthoub a beginning and without an end.....

Bhagavati Sutra B&h.9

e e e o § R @ i
TRAT &1 ST H I 3R I EUGRT 9 & F9 H
WA A & a9 § TR § @l & % S
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FHAGX TAT WA | ol TR0 AT A7

“The Jain religious head Parasnath himself is said to have
preached Jainism in Sunderbdikrampur and Manbhum-ar

eas of Bengal.”

Eastern Himalayan culture, Ecolofygid People
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FUTF TEGR & ST § SeA T 3 ¥ohal & T
ST TGe ff 31T 4T | Bimbisara, the first known imperial

monareh of Magadha, conquefetja and probably retained

some form of control over Radha, includedmnga.
M.G. Pg.29
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At the dawn of the historyart of the district as now
constituted appears to have been included in the tract of the
country known as ‘Rarlaind part in the tract calledajjabhumi’

. The traditions of the Jainas state that Mahavira, their last great
Tirthankara, wandered through these two tracts istth&en-

tury, B.C.;and the description of them would seem to show that
the eastern part of the district, with its alluvial soil, well watered
by rivers, formed part of Rarh, while the wilder and more rug-
ged country to the west was aptly knowivagabhumi, i.e.,

the country of Thunderbolt. Bengal Gazetteer

T TETIHR AR, F. ASHIR = Ff oFar §—

The first recorded contact of Bengal with Jainism was
marred by incidents which reflect great discredit on her people.
We learn from thécaranga Sutrghat when Mahavira wan-
dered as a naked mendicant in Ladha (i.e., Radha or western
part of undivided Bengal) through its two divisions known as
Vajjabhumi and Subbhabhumi, he was attacked by the people
who even went to the length of setting dogs upon him.

R.C.Majumdar
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TheBhagavati Sutralescribes in detail how Gosala,
after several unsuccessful attempts, was at last accepted as a
disciple by Mahavira at a place called Paniyabhiihe.story
put in the mouth of Mahavira then proceeds :
aham....... gosalenam.......... saddhim paniyabhumie chavva
saim viharitthaThe normal meaning of the passage is that the
two lived together at Paniyabhumi during the next six years. But
this is in conflict with the statement in tHalpa Sutrathat
Mahavira spent only one rainy season in Paniyabhuns . .
according to the persistent Jaina tradition Mahavira led a wan-
dering life except during the rainy season, the expression in the
‘Bhagavati Sutra’ evidently means that Mahavira and Gosala
fixed their headquarters at Paniyabhumie, wandering about from
place to place during the yeas described in detail, year by
year by Jinadasa.

R.C.Mazumda#Jainism inrAncient Bengal
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ToSphadT | el

TE IO Y H FEl W E 36 a5 H o TR TR
3R e U9 TERT T Heewuul & |

3T MG SR TR H UF & A & A TR A
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T &7 S9N ST o1 TeT AT °F 39 ARG YT S
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TIEE qar’l 3 ol 8—
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ATIF & ITRAT T To 1024 -2&
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T TMAE | ... GAMYT IR H S GARL TCTHR
I F A gN—3R 3 quaT & FRT Th & WBR |
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“The Kirrhadia of Ptolemya country mentioned also in
thePeriplusas lying west from the mouths of the Ganges and
the Skyritai of Megasthenes are cantons of Kirata, one of the

S WET | HIZTIY & HARST BT U TeAdT & branches of the aboriginal race the widest spread in Gangetic

STHH WA TEIER & TS Sl & i 2ay o TSI India, and the most anciently knotvn

ST afoTeR W%WWW@@H‘#WW Ancient India

€ TRl WTET 1 e 9ot el & | o e o Yo o
ST € | ST g @ & TOR | ToT & TR o 8id & Wieked
3R g | GrIeh S, TR T, 3R T =1 T 3147
T ST, A T A 3R ST 3ol R0 91 I € |
FF T i & gHed T T g SAHT ITE T 9F qh
T HT € T JeReT T TG Y §, 9 YR § o
T 3T € | T T S BT Te T S & o1 I

TOT TAGESR 1 9F- I T H H Sd i
TH O & O S §arr €1 T 6 SFAR—

The Kiratas with their hair down up in knots, shining like
gold and pleasant to look upon, bold enough to move under

water terrible, veritable tigemen, so are they famed.

Eastern Himalayan Culture
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In theDivyavadanaand theAsokavadanahere is a
legend which states that the Buddha, on an urgent request of
Sumagadha, daughterfofathapindaka, the merchant disciple
of the Buddha arrived at Pundravardhana by an aerial route to
rescue her fathen-law’s family from the evil influence of the
sky-clad Nirgrantha@ainaswho were then most powerful in
Pundravardhan.

R.L. Mitra., Nepalese Buddhist Tradition,337.

UISTeX TES & T & qUg 3R Uivg 9 § | qUg & T
% IR H| UG 7 M o T A0 H SHE GRY A ot H |

T HeTdR 39 & § Ueh aR &l e IR 373 & U
U ST A& H HAT & | STt G H S Q& SR 1
U ¢ ITH I, S qAT HioWT FaAa T

The Jaina literature from earliest times shows deep knowl-
edge and intimacy of Bengal. Thus, among other instances, the
Bhagavati SutranentionsVanga as one of th@important
principalities, the Mahajanapadas, which flourished in India dur-
ing the advent of Mahavira in thla centurnys.cC.

TR TR TEH ST H 9Rd a9 o 3 37 g 9
T AT AT H ST AT E STHH &7 797 T Sooid R gU e
31T AT S AT IR T =g TG & T Sooid HAT
T ¥ | SEI0T A%k WEd B 3 &5 i S W ud AT
T A F e A S gHERE oo 797 9| g
e | ot 37 &0 Bl SUST I T F| 5T F T A&
T 3 &3 BT 3T &F /AT T ¢ | aAd § <@ S At 37

%o IO H ST

&1 & STATRYUT H e ST § A TeTeR Ue 34k
T AT H A AT &1 @ | TGAA AR AXHA oA
T AT AFFT WA FEER o A S & g3l |

‘Sir R.G Bhandarkarthe doyen of Indian Indologists,
was of the opinion that Bengal was brought withinAlngan
fold as a result of the Proselytising activities of Mahavira, the
lastTirthankara of Jainism and other Jainas.’

TS HETelR & ol |l T e et Sl Teh Hecorgu
ST o7 STaT | e WIS 1 IR AR 3 907 H
1 EIAT AT A G H 3THE SR W AT AT
ool gar |

“In case ofTarmralipta it is to be noted that at the fa-
mous part oTamralipta live the merchafamali Mangoputta
Who became a Jaina recluse apparently in Mahsiifestime.

From the account of Bhagavati Sutra it is known that it was a
famous centre of Jainism, and the devotees of Jainism profusely
inhabited in this place.”

TEAT T A GO AT WEHRA W W\
ety o0 § AW & 9 A 39 1 A

AEAY T T hael gafdq o |
FYTE, 30 7L, 3%
TE Te H ged el § ofdl §—

ATNE JAE FHoe TN | (¥4)
TRUST ROT § off Hde IEH A9 F AHAEA F
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TYET & THIER AT & | (ue, 22) THH AT & e T
qY A & 3T U &1 HEAX o The &l o 90 4|

“But some Jainatexts represent the allied peophesyaf

andVanga in a good light. Sylvain Levi observes, ‘For the Jainas,

Anga s almost a holy lanfiheBhogavatplaces\nga and/anga

at the head of a list of sixtedanapadasefore the Magadha.

One of thdJpangasthePrajnapanaclasseg&nga and/anga
in the first group ofrya peoples whom it calls the Ksatriyehe
list also includeSamalitti, i.e. the people damralipta inNVest
Bengal (Radha)PC. BagchiPre-AryanandPre Dravidian in
India(Calcutta1929, p.73.) - pg.125

T TR 9 Al & e I FeIdl § & WA HelaR o
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Legends embedded in DivyavadanaAsdkavadana
reveal that from the days of Gautama Buddha to the days of
king Asoka, Pundravardhana was mostly dominated by the
Jainas. On the other hand, another old tradition reveals that there
were two very ancient Jaina holy places at Pundravardhana --
one at Pundraparvata and other at Kottapura later know as
Devakotta. Kotta pura / kofirtha was considerated to be the
most holy place because here mahamuni Jambusvami attained
nirvana and cast his mortal bodif classed of Jainas whether

worship the monument or the mausoleum of the great saint from
far and near

(Chitta Ranjan Pal)
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On the basis of discussions made above, it is to be con- o |
cluded that the tradition of Jambusvasra'ssociation with

Chaurasia is a mid-sixteenth century invention. On the cantrary The discussions made above lend us to believe that

Jambusvanms association with Kottapur seems to be of older Kotitirtha Kottapur is an older pilgrimage centre, probably had

origin. In the Brhatkatha Kog831A.p.) Harisena Suri had its origin in the pre-Christian centuries while Chaurasia as a pil-

made a hint to that direction. Regarding Bhadralsefirst ac- grimage centre for the Jainas came into existence during the

guaintance with Govardhanacarya, Harisena stated that on his mid-sixteenth centunpnd as such there is nofititilty in as-

return from pilgrimage to Kottapura, Govardhanacarya, the suming that Jambusvasiéssociation with Kottapur or Kotitirtha

fourth Srutakevalin, found Bhadrabahu at play with other play- made it a holy pilgrimage centre for the Jainas since the time of

mates and took him to his disciplehood. the fourthSiutakevalinor even earlier

Chitta Ranjan Pal
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tfa) SE HUSA H BT UM H YHSH HAT| T
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TR o IS Sl AR VEIST Sl Sl § Gt S
T €| A ATAT-TH ¥ o, i Za - SATYY
THE TG o, JUgds TAT-[Sl o heed HeRIH TG
% 3R S Td ZA-H SR % U TS & F TgH
HT AT F JoHT Fad &1 T Folt e St F e o 7

The Jaina religion was firmly established in Bengal in the
Mauryan period more than two thousand years ago. The
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Kathakosagreserves a tradition that the Jaina preceptor and
saint, Bhadrabahu who was a contemporary of Candragupta
Maurya, was born at Devkot, also known as Kotivarsa, in north
Bengal.The place is identified with ancient Bangarh\iast
Dinajpur districtAfter Bhadrabahu his disciple, Godasa, es-
tablished an order known as Godasagameng the branches
of this order split up from the main church, the three named as
Tamraliptika, Kotivarsiya and Pundravardhaniya evidently be-
longed to BengallVhile Tamraliptika refers to the ancient city-
port, Tamralipta, which lies buried at modé&iamluk on the
Rupnarayan in Midnapur district, the other two obviously be-
longed to the northern parts of Bengal covering the ancient
Kotivarsa and Pundravardhana.

J.J Vol xvii, No.3, pg.82.

AT o HAM T H I | U Higehrel § 9o &
T % ek U TR S 98k I adl 9ol € | One
Monastic recluse of the Jainas is said to have been found at
mainamati, now in Bangladesh.

Smt. Bandana Saraswati, Jainism in Bengal.
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&1 TR U STl ¥ oo WISt W S % T el
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A site dated to 450 BC has been excavated in Narsingdi,
Bangladesh. It may lead to the discovery of a part of the
Brahmaputra civilizatiorThe archaeologists, howeyerrone-
ously are trying to fit it into the Mauryan Empire which came
into existence more than a century lataey also assume that
the people of the site traded with So@ians and the Ro-
mans. This site is older than the Pundrabardhan site which has
been dated t870 BCand some other ancient Bengal sites.

January 8th, 2002 News :

T A QAT H GI% S AR AT gH AR
FIAN § T8 & TAHH AR T HERAE | T2l Gae o
T TR T Ul eI & 3 ST hi holl 3R 9100 | 1y
G d ! HAH @IS TSt 21 There has been remarkable
similarities of arts and crafts of Bengal with the artifacts found in

Mohanjodaro and Harappa. ..C. Sen
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SRT % TS I §RT Fe1 GRIE | 3k el Hel | Fel
T Hel TERIT & UHT Ul g1 € o uTet IeTai o A 9
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! il T T Tl | S Wee | qug SHg h g
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HOTAT & ST F€T W o1 U eI & | Tt YRt § g
J off qUg TR T AUF FAT AT| 3T Tg AT €I H HET
ST G € & qUg SHUS | & TSTIET, RT3
TERATE T TR 3T I o |

THF A T5F BTN & Sooidl ¥ ST %
TEcqUT SRl T JUF HeIdT € | S8H 59 3™ S adt
U HIT 7| I A ST 3R YU ST H ool ¢ |
T IR % aNg H BN 3 ol §—

1.All the Indians are free and none of them is a slave.
They do not even use aliens as slaves and much less a country-

man of their own.

2.They live frugally They observe good ord&heftis a

very rare occurrence. Their manners are simple. They have no
suits about pledges or deposithey confide in each other
Their houses and property they generally leave unguarded. They

possess good, sober sense.

3. The Indians neither put out money at usury not know

how to borrowThey do not do or stdér wrong.They neither
make contracts nor suffer securities.

I FUH SHUT W& T % AN i ST =91 Tk
FA & ST HIFIR T o &— “SHT T qHu
“HETTT AR Gl o T T I qHeAEgH Hoderr g
Y off ST ST € % S 99 et 9§ & qUgds Wred ov H
S YH S AT e AT
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There is an indirect evidence to show that Jainism had
established its influence in Bengal in the 4th century B.C. The
Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela tells us that this king had
brought back an image of the Jina of Kalinga which had been
taken away by Nanda was evidently a king of the Nanda dy-
nasty who ruled over the Gangaridai or Gandaridai and the
Prasioi, mentioned by the Greek writers. Inspite of the loose
manner in which these two terms are used by them, it may be
reasonably inferred from the statements of the Greek and Latin
writers that about the time dflexandefs invasion the
Gangaridai were a very powerful nation ruling over the territory
about the mouths of the Ganges, and either formed a dual mon-
archy with the Prasioi or were otherwise closely associated
with them on equal terms in a common cause against the foreign
invader The Nanda king who carried the Jaina image from
Kalinga may be taken as the ruler of the Gangetic Delta, and the
carrying away of the Jaina image to preserve it with care (for it
existed unimpaired for 2 or 3 centuries when Kharavela took it
back to Kalinga) undoubtedly whows a leaning for Jainism ei-
ther on the part of the king, or of the people parhaps of
both. Kharavela himself was a Jaina, and his own action shows
how much the king yearned for the possesesf a sacred im-
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age of a sect to which he was attached, and it would not be
unreasonable to take the same view about the Nanda king. It
may, of course, be gued that if the Nanda king in question had
avery extensive territory outside Bengal, his own religious feel-
ing might not have reflected that of Bengal. But as the Gangaridai
were the people of Bengal, primayéyd Kalinga was adjacent

to this region, the view that the carrying away of the Jaina image
by the king of Gangaridai indicates the Jaina influence in Bengal
has a great degree of probability

31} Feh & ST ST AT & Fehead 7Y ot Wifed 9
TgId & a1 79 W T & e AT S TETIHRI oh SR
Hh< TF WY el dfosh g T ST Bl a9l 9
i T T T I aTId AT o7 |

The first western reference comes frdlexandres in-
vasion of IndiaAlexandre had conquered much of the “known
world” and had defeated the western kingdoms of India. They
were stopped at the Magadha empire. The Greek historians
suggest thaklexandre retreated fearing valiant attacks of the
mighty Gangaridai and Prasioi empires which were located in
the Bengal regiomlexandres Historians refer to Gangaridai
as a people who lived in the lower Ganges and its tributaries.
These empires attest the level of organisation of the peoples of
Bangla region.

TIERY & oi@l § i 37 9 7 Sooi@ e—These

names are again mentioned by Diodorus. He describes
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Gangaridai as a nation beyond the Ganges, whose king had 4
thousand trained and equipped elephants. Later Periplus and
Ptolemy also indicate that Bengal was organised into a power-
ful kingdom at the onset of the first millenniwm.

A ggF U F o Sl 1 9uie AT g
When Greek historian Periplus talks about India in the first cen-
tury AD, apparently he speaks of Bengla. He says, “There is a
river near it called the Gang@sanga) ... “On its bank is a
market town which has the same name as the Baanges
(Ganga) Through this place are brought malabathrum and
Gangetic spikenard and pearls and muslins of the finest sorts,
which are called Gangetic.

T T o T FAAT TG TS 376k SYER
H 37T AT STE ST G ST H qchleld S ol 3R
T 1 Sooi@ AT &1 3G 59 3 STdqdl & aud |
T & 399 S 3R YUg T U ¢ | UG AR Uvg 9 &
¥ qUg & T & SW H AR WUg 39 T T &70T H|

ST9 315 71 S FaXT §H HEH HeldR & X
& , heeTRIF I o IH & ®7 H Hofal § BeHST o

3Y U HRed F&1 §1 “The city Katadupa, which this river passes,
Wilford would identify with Katwa or Cutwa, in Lower Bengal,

which is situated on the western branch of the delta of the Ganges
at the confluence of thdji. As the Sanskrit form of the name

of Katva should be Katadvipa ‘(dvipa, an islanat),de St. -
Martin thinks this conjecture has much probability in its favour
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TheAmystis may therefore be thglji, or Ajavati as itis called
in Sanskrit. Ancient India p189

I G FRE@US R S T Hgeduul AT AT
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TeheAd! & IR FESRI TS o UG & S § YA St
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TH ST 1 SRaeeT 3TEH & THI HRUT IAH o Hdl aaeit
T[T ST Fel g3l AT 377 Gt ST 7 The SRR
ST S EET SR 9 § 99 @i 9

[ ) .

WTad T H T {6 TAURI 1 AU Towdl & SEH ST
UGS U gd ISl SHUS A STHeh! W 9d § Ser I9T
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g T o T W U SSTTE oAT| Tl §  Famery =T 2o Hied
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it ehell € Ud T Hel o S S Sl 3R TRt
AT F o T Hol & T U Hecaqul SHHfd Heft € 31
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Both the literary and archaeological evidences indicate

that Bengal had an early association with Jainism. Jainism flour-
ished in Bengal long before the Christian era and continued, in
its full form, at least upto theth Centurya.D. Yet, “the pre-
dominance of Jainism at one time in Bengal” is hardly in keeping
with the very small number of images found representing that
religion. Hence, any and every discovery of Jaina relics from
this province deserves attention of archaeologistertass,
art-lovers and lay men alike. In this connection the torso of a
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Tirthankara found in the ruins of Chandraketugarh, a wellknown
archaeological site dffest Bengal, deserves special mention.

The figure was originally found by MyarAli Mandal
living in the vicinity of Khana-Mihirer Dhibi. MiMandal found
it on the marshy lan@eder Bil).

Mr. Mandal also told me that he also found a small stone
elephant from the same marshy land and made it over to an
unknown person. | do not know if the said elephant was any
part of the torso in my possession. Perhaps, it could give, if
properly examined, a clue for the identification of the image since
elephant is the cognisanceijitanatha.

This is a torso of @irthankara with srivatsa mark on the
chest. Its nuditythe stif straight pose of its arms hanging down
by its sides, indicative of the Kayatsarga attitude, characteristic
of the Jainas, unmistakably prove that it is the image of one of
theTirthankaras.

In the above mentioned contexts, the torso from
Chandraketugarh, which has the closest resemblance with the
LohanipurTorso, represents the oldest Jaina image extant in
Bengal. So the importance of the said image is indeed great.

ST & ¢ TET St § of W o9 giaar oot ©
ST g W ol g

The present 24-Parganas represent one of the oldest
parts of Bengal and was the meeting ground of different faiths.
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A considerable number of Jaina images have been discovered
from both the northern and southern parts of the district. It is
probable that som#ainaviharasalso existed here in the past.

Late D. K. Chakrabartty of the&eArchaeological
Gallery, West Bengal, referred to a terracotta-seal depicting a
stupa and torana with a seated peacock upon it. He could not
confidently associate the seal with Jainism as no definite Jaina
objects were yet found from Chandraketugarh or its
neighbourhood. But now there is no doubt that Chandraketugarh
was a centre of Jainism. J.J. vol. xvii

T &7 ¥ GUMT & TSN H S, g 3R
T Y A YT it Tell § 1 @ AE e §
At IR, TE 3R HUST Hel € S YHI U A € % e
Al U AR AT | & TREAR, SIAURT, TRIA, TR,
TOTRT 3T H Af STa9 Hel & T 3ifeareh Sat i off gfd
oAl & | G | T o AR ST Uit it Hett ot
T e TER 41 T

IRMHERE | et @ § & AR TAERH § qa
TN & o 3TN o THT H qUgas H T S5 ifeerett
o | STTNRT = JUGHGA H 2cooo U Thi Tl HaTdl of THT
U T B |

That Jainism was in a flourishing condition in
Pundravardhana in the 3rd centsuy: during the reign dfsoka
is evident from another legend embodded irDivgavadana.

W SO A S

This legend relates that the lay devotees of the Jaina community
of Pundravardhana had painted a picture which had shown the
Buddha falling at the feet of Jina. Being enraged at this news
Asoka killedis thousand\jivikas in a day(In Chiness transla-

tion, in place of\jivikas, Nirgranthas have been mentioned).

HId et § ST § 0T S5 THIERTet o | grReTens
ot o ERRRT H TR H SH 3ATE S9H g6k 3
A AT € U g & AWk I H U . I A
& H—

Thus, it will be found that the Nirgranthas gained a strong
ground in Bengal as early as the age of the imperial Mauryas.
As an emperor ruling from Patalipukaoka was well aware of
the popularity of the religion of the Nirgrantha and the instution
of theAjivikas. He honoured diverse religious schools with a
predilection for the doctrine of the Buddha in a country distin-
guished by the age-old civilization of deva-worshipges$or
Bengal the Divyavadana refers to the Nirgranthas of
Pundravardhana during the life timedsbka. It may be noted
that very recently a terracota votive plaque visualizing the sa-
cred wheel and the triratna flanked by what appears to be a
goose has been unearthed at Farakka in Murshidabad district.
On stylistic and stratigraphic grounds the object is datable to
the Maurya-Sunga period. The plague recalls the symbolic motifs
of the Jain&yagapattas.

Jainism imAncient BengalJ.d vol, xvii, No. 3, pgs2
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TUE TAATS T HTA— . T Bl QI W13t H gt
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AH AT H QUG F Sooi@ HAT AT €1 AT H Th
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H Dr. R.C.Majumdard @ g-

An inscription discovered at Mathura but now in Calcutta
Museum, records the errection of a Jainaimage in theaiar
the request of a Jaina monk who was an inhabitant of Rara.
Rara is very probably Radha, a well-known variant of Radha
(in Bengal)and the date is to be refered to the Kusana era and
therefore equivalent to abam A.D.

MAFTA-TRIEIR H T TRl Sl AHIT S H
ATt B SIYH % TS i HIAT € T6T ok T H 5
J 9 MHR & S WT T YIS o I gUE1 39 aug o
T ACEHR . 3. . TSR 3 ol §—

One of the most important records on Jainism in Bengal
is the copper plate inscription from Paharpur (Rajshahi) in
Bangladesh. Dated in the Gupta era 159 (478-79A.D.) it records
a gift of land by a Brahmin couple for a Jaifinara atata-
Gohali.TheVihara, i.e. the monastic establishment, belonged
to the followers of NigranthanathAcarya Guhanandin of the
Pancastupa section of Banaras. On the site of this ancient Jaina
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Vihara wa later on erected a Buddhist monument of outstand-
ing plan and design which has been laid bare by excavation at
Paharpurlt is possible that the great temple with the terraces
and the paved platform in the centre was inspired by the sym-
bolic construction of a Jaina shrine conforming to the architec-
tonic type of a Caumukha. Such a suggestion was made.by
Dikshit, the excavatofIn this connection”, says Pra$.K.
Saraswati, “we should also take into account a particular type
of temples at Pagan in Burma, which may be described as an
adaptation of Caumukha shrines of the Jainas.”

The History of Bengal, edited by

Dr. R.C. MazumdabDacca 1943, p.507

T UGG P o1 . T, &7 b AR TSR
H S S8R o1 | 6T I & Iccerdl HEHg SR e
& FTAR—

“The recently excavated structures were built in pre-Pal
period. “Most probably the structure of temple was built by
followers of Jain religion -Paharpur monastéery

S OIS Ta 3 3TATHT ohi T hiet H YT AR
& G H o Uag AT T o7 | 39 GHT O o, il S,
QU F Gele S g9 & TE h I | T ST A et
Tl RIS R 0 YT H IMHA F o1 AT 39 F9
T O FEA TSR T U AT A THA ST IR
T H 9gd Fewaqul &1 3 i F, Fel T 3 o, 39 a9
o ST WA €| D agEl o TR I 07 ST o o a9l
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In the early phase of Gupta expansion, they defeated
Bengal and annexed h@&wo Varmans kings of Bangla are de-
featedThis is the first mention of théarmansAs Bengal came
under their ruleTamralipti again served as a major port. Once
again under the Guptas, India became a great nation, in strength,
culture, spirituality and science.

TheVarmans as will be seen are very active throughout
Indian historyThey come from Dravir lines as in Bengal, and
South IndiaWere thé/armans big players in the anciant Indus
civilization ?

THT AT ST & o T g SR - et i @rel
o el FoR ¥ B §U S &07 31 WA AT |

IETH— €31 YAIE] & ofEl ¥ Ual Ueldl € % e
STEH A RIETE & G SR SR & e o & T
T & T o7 | GERY, FHeTeRl 3TR HEET & ISl &
T g O TAEEST Ae@eH ol 39 99T RN S
T AT HeTHH T 1 AHT AT 3 THH TG o
THI S | IRl ST Rl TATAT i | FHOT AT S
HRRERE & Tohe & SHRI TSN FA™T SR A & 9R
A 9T ool hieh ISl &l o} Siq a1l g IgHl &
3TER I8 TETE 1 oIgeh! AT ST o7 o Tl SRR
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“Sasanka occupies a prominent place in the history of Ben-
gal. He is the first known king of Bengal who extended his king-
dom beyond the geographical boundaries of the present State of
West Bengal. He was a vassal chief of the Maukharis of Magadha.
It has been said that he was either a son or a nephew of Mahasena
gupta, thereby a later Gupta himself. But most scholars think that
he was a vassal chief under Mahasenagupta though not related to
the latter by kingship ties. There is hardly any doubt that the whole
of Radha, including some portionsuanga, like Bagri, were
within his domains. . .”

FT TEHI B AFT E T Al IR T ITh 7 S
YT ST FA W AR AR F |

King Sasanka of Gauda has been accused for persecut-
ing both the Buddhists and the Jainas. However from a perusal
of the evidence oAryamanjusrimulakalpdt seems that the
torture and persecution suffered by the Jainas were more pain-
ful than that suffered by the Buddhists. Perhaps the numerical
superiority of the Jainas to the Buddhist was the cause of heavier
punishment for the Jainas. J.Jvol. XVINO.3

P gl BT HFAT & T IR0 Ueed ST o 915 H
3T TS gH TR | 3T o T T Tootd T Fe5
A HI ST TRl € ST UESA S AT A HA a5 ° v
T o I 3T ESIRT ST 31 il AT | T8 Ueh Hgeayof
qEE & g G U 49 9 "ehordl € I T 9%
Y AT BT ¢ |
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But Sasanka was a bitter enemy of the Jainas. The au-
thor of Arya-manjusri-mula-kalpatates that Sasanka has
destroyed the rest houses of the Jainas throughout the world
i.e. his kingdom. The fact that Sasanka was a follower of the
sect founded by Mahavira, (i.e. Jainism) and that he perse-
cuted the Jainas should not stand in the way of the proposed
hypothesis or suggestions. The famous Pallava king Mahendra
Varman was originally a Jaina, but when he was converted to
Saivism by the saint callékppar, he did not hesitate to slay
thousands of Jainas who refused to follow him in matter of
religion. It is also a well-known fact that in India Hindus con-
verted to Islam persecuted their former co-religionists more
severely than the born-Muslims.

J.J.vol. XVINO.3

ST TR 9 310 T i FET € 07 3R afves
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Hiuen Tsang's account of Karnasubarna :

Karnasubarna was one of the ancient capitals of Sasanka,
the first independent ruler of Bengal, who ruled over the king-
dom of Gouddold name of Bengalffom 600-638AD. It also
contains the ruins of the ancient university of Raktamirtika
Mahavihara leading educational institute of its time visited by
the famous Chinese traveller Hiuesang.

The account left by HiueFsang, in his itinerary Xiyu Ji, is
the only written record of the flourshing urban settlement of
Karnasubarna and Raktamrttihar. According to his account
HiuenTsang moved frorlamralipti(Tan-mo-li-ti), currently
Tamluk in MedinipurRaktamrttikglLo-to-mi-chih)Vihar.

Hiuen-Tsang gives a graphic description of
Karnasuvarna, which acquaints us with the locality and its people.
According to him “the country was well inhabited and the people
were very rich. The land was low and moist, farming operations
were regularflowers and fruits were abundant, the climate was
temperate and the people were of good character and were
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patrons of learing.” This description indicates the prosperous
state of the country

g WE 3T Tofsht hod o STER YT 91 et
o ST ST | Gl 3R ST Rl ToE R W AR
FAT| 3TH AR & Fora®d SHl T IoAE 3R
TRTA i TR ST UeT|

King Sasanka of Gauda has been accused for persecut-
ing both the Buddhists and the Jainas. However from a perusal
of the evidence dfryamanjusrimulakalpa, it seems that the tor
ture and persecution suffered by the Jainas were more painful
than that suffered by the Buddhists. Perhaps the numerical su-
periority of the Jainas to the Buddhist was the cause of heavier
punishment for the Jainas. Chitranja Pal
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We shall not be far wrong, if we suppose, that the torture
and the persecution suffered by the Nirgranthas or Jainas were
not less severe than that experienced by the Buddhists. For the
Gauda king had destroyed all th@8étisor living places and
rest houses of the Jainas through out the world i.e. through out
his kingdom and expelled them (i.e. Nirgranthas or Jainas) there
from. Furtherit is this persecution, which is one of the many
factors that lie behind the sudden eclipse of Jainism from Bengal
for a period spreading over a century or more.

J.1 July 1981, pa2
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The central idea ofmayaniukti, expounded by.P
Sastriis as follows :

“It (Mayanirukti)treats of illusion and speaksrofiya
asmagic.Some consider it to be magic and some think it to be
true. For the satisfaction of the illusions, Ylogin may enjoy all
good things of the world which come to him of their own ac-
cord, because he enjoys thenmasya.”

“But a trueYogin should have the Earth for his bed, the
guarters for his cloth and alms for his food. He should have
forbearance for all phenomena because they are not produced
and his benevolence should be perennial.”

T YR g9 3@d ¢ o W T § Uh g=d It ok
AT S SR T T & I8 S | Rl =41 i T
€ I8 el ST ThaT § & Uh Ted AN h SRITarst i
G GHI TS o WEA AU AT 1 gY@ g
I T T I (F7e) H 4T S 5T 49 o Jrei=
T AT W, TS Ul A 39 W W A U TG §
5

In maya niukti, the criteria set for a triéogin of ‘as-
cetic’byAdvayavajra are found in the following couplet.

“mahi sayya, diso vaso bhiksa bhaktam ca bhojanam /
ajata dharmata ksantih kripana bhagavahini” //

So we may conclude without hesitation thdayavajra in
depicting the characteristics of tidegins or ascetics had be-
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fore him the portrait of the ‘Jinakalpi’ or advanced Digambara

ascetts who were well-known for their hard and strict monas-

tic life and who were, perhaps, very numerous at “Devakota/
Devikota at Kotivars&isaya in the Bhukti of Pundravandhana,

(North Bengalduring the eleventh centugyp.
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“Bappabhattir bhadrakirtir vadi Kunjarakesari
Brahmacari Gajavarraja puijita ityapt.”

The couplet means that Bappabhattisuri had a second name,
Bhadrakirti; he was proficient in dialectics, he had vanquished a
disputant, obtained for himself, the grand title “the lion who de-
feated the elephant in debate.” he was the greatest Brahmacari
or the most punctilious observer of the vows of chastity among
the monks and was honoured by the royal personalities of the
time.

R3¥¢ . H ISR YT Yoy FivT § off g7 Jorqeg g3
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Dharmapala to Bappabhatti and to his faith was construed as
conversion of Dharmapala to JainisEe ST &8 bt T

H e R AT dlg TgH Sl WIS FHAT ST FHoTEey

T[T A 3% ARIGSR FIRT H @A 34T o7 |

It has been already stated that Bappabhatti was invited

by king Dharmapala to enter into a religious debate with a great
Buddhist scholavardhanakunjara whom he eventually defeated
and earned for himself the grand designatiovadi'Kunjara
Kesari” the lion who defeated the elephant in argument.

Mrs. Stevenson, Heart of Jainism.

FoIg G T STARA T I ST 3T il 95 §:9 gl
S ST TR ST ST RN | G ST il o ST
TR 3% THR I W J W AT TG ARl T Y 3T
H 371 of STH H A g | o1 9 ol R I I 30
TE & I T | € F5ET 7 319 e 1 U7 SRET Il
JOAE FI B GY AT

s TFF gE FoR B I IR TW WA T T
U 61 ek Heed & SEePT aveiNuT & g0 Wi, TS urel
T &— The present writer is of opinion thégrdhana Kunjara
of Jaina tradition and Purnavardhana of Laaranatha book
is identical and the same person. Lala@anatha in his famous
book “History of Buddhism in India” has put up a list of Bud-
dhist preachers, teachers and scholars who illumunated the ho-
rizon of Eastern India during the reign of Dharmapala. In that
list Purnavardhana occupies a pre-eminent place among the Bud-
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dhistAcaryasAnd to PurnavardharabetanTanjur attributes
the authorship of a commentaryAiphidharmakosa and an
abridged version of the same. It seems\aedhanakunjara of
Jaina tradition antaranath& Purnavardhana is one and inentical
person and this misfortune being defeated by Jataaya
Bappabhattisuri.
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In fact, the long sojourn @appabhatti to Bengal, the vain
but bold claim of conversion of Dharmapala to Jaina faith, the
discomfiture of a Buddhist scholar in a religious debate all these
facts unerringly point to the vigorous existence of the Jaina com-
munity in an age when Buddhism was in resurgence in Bengal.
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In August1587 Akbar sent Said Khan as his Sipahsalar
or governor for the Subah of Bengal. It seems that he was prob-
ably able to bring the present Murshidabad, or at least its
Bhagirathi riparian part, under his effective administration. For
it seems that during his tenure as the Mughal viceroy of Bengal
that the foundation of the town of Maqgsudabad was laid by his
brother Magsus Khan or Kakhsus Khan.

AT g TRTHHR. TITST-39 WA o HTIR TGy
I THYEEE AH TF AR FGGEEH 6 919 & 781 6
TS TF T FHIOT HIEAT 47

According toRiyaz-us-Salatirthe place was called
Magsusabad after a merehant named Makhsus Khan who built
asaraithere. This Makhsus Khan finds mentioAin-i-Akbari
of Abul Fazl, as a noble man. It appears from the narrative of
Riyaz-us-Salatithat, by the end of the sixteenth centting
area occupied by the town of Murshidabad was placed on regular
trade route and the number of traders using the route had be-
come quantitatively so significant as to merit the establish ment
of arest house.

FE A HEEM h d7 MR & I THE i
A AT | ST GRS 3 ST T st IR 37T hl
ST H ST 3R ST Sl AU &Y § TR ST Y el
I A AT | AHA FR T |

On March1594 Said Khan was replaced by Raja Man
Singh as the Mughal viceroy of Bengal. Saddened by personal
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losses and shaken by Bengal climate Man Singh retir&pirier

in 1598 leaving behind a deputy to govern Bengal Subah from
Rajmahal-- the new capitdlaking advantage of the genesal’
absence, Usman, Sajawal, other turbulent Pathan chiefs, Kedar
Rai and other zamindars, who had earlier made deceptive sub-
missions, rose in revolt and caused heavy losses to Mughal
detachmejts placed at various points. Man Singh hastened back
to Bengal and pushed on to face the rebels in East Bengal. In a
single battle of Sherpitai, within Khaigram police-station

area of the modern Kandi subdivision,iar-ebruary1601,

Man Singh inflicted a decisive defeat on the combined army of
the rebellioug\fghan and Pathan chiefs of the east, south and
south west Bengal.

T YR 3heR F ST i el T | I HA
T | 3TeheR ST | SIE FHT T JS1 | SoTel @1 3R 31
H ST TR Wlg It | o e STTeT BT IR FetH R 39
AT & T | ITh A% SRR+ FHE T & oA
TR oht STTeT | I[63TT G2 | 5o 3. H STeiR = STHer @™
I A I YRR ST | STHATEH = BIE-BIE TAT 3R
TSATS! Sl 3O SMEM HaAT| 28622 S. | ST sl T
ST | TehT ST &1 TR | SRR o &% RER¢ S, § VITesTel
TYIE T | SToTSE M ga I8 o qH ool STt el
B ST § 3T & | 376 TR 3 61 o SATIR WX UEH gR
TR g3 7| BI-BIE IS T STHRRT o T HART
THI-FHT TR A T 1 81 U &l o | 3 3T
Y JUSA § U 3T AAY T T HAM off T X T
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ZAMIE F5 o Il A1 3T aX3T o ST W *
FRER T §F I@H 96 IMEAE@H 7 ANR T F
TG H T T Fh 37 ¥R AT R 3 |

MR I G 6 o1& ST Th A IO S0 6
TIR T 3G ToHeet § @ i godH =9 6d H AT
TSI F 1T  HRSHET &l 95T S SoTEe & J§ H
ST ol RIS 3T | HLSTHeA o 91 ¥ g&IRa STt o6l
YRR g g7 | HehgeETs o 3 8T § Ueh =141 Aig ST
ST 263¢ S, T YESTIRT STSI@M St 3fRSte ST i o1 St
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T S SRS § GRNGhetal 1 Gl 341 3R HhgRETs
1 GRETETE & AT TG 1 3T gFR Ff 97| [RiSHeirar
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ST & STH 6T 1 e TR 3R FHIAAST @
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AT 1eh ®9 § IR 31 FRT ARIEEE | AnT
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TSTOMET STl @ 3o 3l € | § 8707 § ekl HHT agAe
R ATA W W Sl &1 ufvad ¥ dRYH R gUe
T €1 T W R W Aol AEiRe gRRER
STt o T S § 3 W T &T07 7 Sl § | AriRed
T Yl &5 AT 3R IUSS: & ST & UreaHl &7 $9 S
¥ W w W A ¥ 36k ufRed WA W AS
SHAE ST | 3R ST H FIIHT €| g | ST R
R ST TS & TAT IR | T BT T GRT TGS H
Tl YA B | YR H IR T @ ST Bl € et @
Ry, HIeT X IR HhT oY ST & ST ATeiaT 3R eETers
H AT H SedT &1 SR ¥ FT Ted Svels AR
TIAFR! HT UHN T TRAT €1 VYR H FTIRT
TETah 51 RIS T8H Hofd! § | 9NTReN & yai R |
STANTST | e Tl deh 1 &7 o a1 Toreihi]
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BISHT IR ST UFY=H i AR T Jied Ik T oY |

All this places(Cassimbazar and tieljacent villages)
were originally situated on a curve of the river Bhagirathi, but
seventy years ago a straight cut was made forming the Chord of
the curve this changing the course of the riMais engineering
operation was followed by the breaking out of a epidemic fe-
ver, which in virulence and moraljtis unparalled by any pesti-
lence save that which destroyed g@ibie old channel survives
as a khal which is used by boats in the rains. It is curious that it
is called Kati Ganga as if it were an artificial channel and there is
tradition that the Sahebs cut a channel and brough the river out
to the north of Faras danga.

There also some artificial tanks some of which are large
enough to be called Lakes. The largest is the Sagerdighi,
Sheikhdighi etc.

200 et T&e! YRIGTENE STol 3T ShUT-Garo] R Siferermett
TS W Gg ST IR Bl ST AT1 T&T 3P TR T TR
g Y Y TR TeR Tgd T TG &1 Y dR H I T
AT TS| TGN 7 310 YHUT gl § FT 39 9eR h
JUA AT & | TS Uil vdreat H WAl 519 9 Teh Ty
G Tl & STEH TG dh1 | @ aret Wed!, T O 95
T N IUE HAT & STHY I8 T B & F qRRER o
TG T T 07 Y T IEATE S0 H AR o o S-S o |
A HAR TR Fl TG F H I6 U TE FROT 7|
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We possess an early record of aliihtcenturyA.D.
engraved on a stone in Malaya penisula which contains a prayer
for the successful voyage of Mahanai@keat captainBudh
Gupta an inhabitant of Raktamritika. It shows that man belong
to this locality near Murshidabad city were great sailors in the

early centuries of the christian era and made voyages across the

Bay of Bengal to South Ea&sia.

AT FATRT & FRT WAl o Jg H TSR Y 8-
HARTETETE T 90 §31 | IHeh 1% 51 Hf 9019 §C & &1 !
TYFR F ok o T AT A & Fd Feelld d1 3T
JUT Jg STl Ueh YA Y e o T § TR H heht
I F IR I AT AF | Qo T FATRT = STt I 3R
iRl AT U S §U FHal A1 ST U Yo STaeielel
Je& = U Fa Discovery of Indiad a1 €1 Clive
discrive Murshidabad in Bengalins7 the very year of Plassey

as a city as extensive populour and rich as the city of London,
with this difference that there are individuals, in first possessing
infinitely greater property than the last.

T TR TTRHURE i TSI § T o I 7 JRRER
% TN H U o 15 T 3% Heedqu] HeTe g5 |

In or about 120A.D. Lakshman Sena was surprised
and ran over to Nadiya (Nava dvipa) by Baktiyar Khal§on
Mohammad Khalji who laid the foundation of a more or less
independent administration in the central Bengal. From this time
onwards to the time of battle of Plassey the history of
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Murshidabad is replete with many incidents and anecdoted more
specially during the7th, 18h centuries that intervened between
end of Sena rule in Bengal and establishment of the city of
Makhsudabad or Mukhsusabad during the tindg&kbfr.

D.K. Chakraborty

Superintendent of archeolqdyest Bengal.

HREIE T qEH & 39 G &F T ST & Sl
A TR 3 FER0T AT 7| et o SRS 37T off
TH I I AN S W E F AT & 3T H o o SR §h
T TG 5 AT

Tradition ascribes that the last of the Jaithankaras
Lord Mahavira visited some parts of the country of Radha and
it may not be improbable that western portion of the present
district of Murshidabad as falling within the ancient divison of
Radha ws also sanctified by the visit of the propagator of Jainism.

TG YR ST SITEH S | 37 U hiet ¥ T 37
TET o7 | WA Vsl & 18 3! S HHAR TS o1l | 9l
T I ¥ F SR Ul a9 TeT 9 EoIRI-8STRT i+ gHTaATaT
T JATI AT TSl ITeh qESE ST T8t @ T & I 370
e ot I8 o & HIh! IS g7 I T & [RAT g |
TN 39 I 1 AR § % g 99 Fel & oA & T
AT O gH B T HA TT H FgT A7 T T P SHb!
S g & e & 3R B! W IS T &6 T SN H 3@
1 TA & | 2 AART | Uf¥ed TR AR & S 741 0 I
M N YT W S g7 IR 3T T S S+ T
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AF IR GREER STl R & ST A9 W S
Y TN 3T I H o8 AN 99 T | 3= FaT 3791 AR
IE FAT| T AT | SIS IR SIS F1 9 Heedl
T T ST T A T S e ST SR AT SR W&
T THEOT FHAT | I A H T AR B 3HE W=
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I T | IR @R o UTEH S&mastt ¥ A6 981 € &
STSTERST ST TE A ¢ Tl SR of ST a1 § e
HTET H SRS o U TSR o AT 9 STSHTST &l T |

In ancient times when the Palas ruled over Bengal, these
places were known to be the habitats of Digamber Jains and
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T TR I ST AT § | W T8 ST ST TSt off SRETR
& AT O S S ¢ 1 S S W g g1 o g% &
TWE F A9 I & o T GG el 8okl kT8 o T 239
TAFR THES % T o BHRUT T GF g3 | S SAHT i
&1 ST YR T8e ST ¥ &9 ek rH 1 TROT B §
3! TR oRTE SE- T G & THGHTY TTHT T WROT &l
& | SICThH | SRTESHIT bt ST Sl ShiAT ST AT 7T T
ST g H SICHAT S 7T | AR SEl A gt o & &F |
P TR & SHH THAY WTH & ¥ T I o HRIT T8
&1 IR & T T T TF g7 &1 | TR Al Sohel G Terere
21, . Tehadl T e W 39 1 T 3R off T T €|

Jain temples were found all over the Rarh area. In the old records The Saktipur Grant issued in th#h regnal year of

of Kandi Raj Familyit was found that Dihi Jainaswer near Dihi Lakshmana Sena recording some grant of land and describing
Kiritkona was famous for its Jain temple, where an image of thepatakasn which those were situated is perhaps the last
Lord Parshanath, made of emereld was worshipped. This record recovered from Murshidabad district before the coming
Jaineswar temple was famous in the 12th and 13th centuries of the Muslims, wherefrom we get some geographical informa-
and in all probablity Dihi Jaineswar had its name altered to tions of Murshidabad during the latter part ofibta century
Azimganj during the Muslim period. A.D. Thus thgatakaVarahakona mentioned in this inscription

Kamal Bandhopadhyay may be identified with Barkona, “a well known ancient locality

ALHUET o IoTcd o DS oY § gH 3l Iasl &
AT T91F T VTR IETAF 9 g6 JRRER & awT §
Heaqul SRR Hefdl &1 STk SFER d=edt &
HEIR G S | Th W TR & o S aRTehiAT
FECAT AT TE W A & T a8 o & 1 5@ A

close to Panchthupi in the Kandi Subdivision.”

T T W U Ao Jid STAWTST hl el ol Wogierd
A @ gE &1 W9 SANS % SHRR GRSARE g H
F A H YA FHOT HA GHI GEE ¥ Tl | STHRR
GISAREY 98 & 999 | 9% oA 91 % 3o 39 &
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Y HeAl TR Gl i STe FER X TAT | I et o
TRiepel @ 1 SR ¥ TRl JSTEHT 1 I A 61 T 8
FHRUT TH & I FHFAA TS AR F A STENHA hH
G| I STHAVT HTIAT ST TRATT I 32T SHIRT
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g e A 81 % HROT G Tg 30 97 3
HROT T o ©F § T 5 g7 | THHT 5 LAl et o
TR § T&T T o8 el SIA1 bl STl & | SR @l

3TehT =T A= T AT FHATI Murshidabad is a famous
place of pilgrimage for devout Jains, and every year hundreds
of Jains from Rajasthan, Gujrat and other states of India visit
Azimganj and Jiaganj as also the famous old temple of the Seths
at MahimapurThese temples are well-known to the Jain com-
munity, and some of them had very ancient images of Jain

Tirthankars.

Azimganj is the home of the Jains, whose ancestors emi-
grated to this suburb of the old capital of Bengal in the 18th

century

JainTemples of Murshidabad

el AR H IR ¥ AR e a9 aret
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Hiqar & @99 § Jain temple of Murshidabat orar g—

Some of the metal images in the Jain templagioigan;
bear inscriptions on their backsides. Deciphering these inscrip-
tions is not easyBut some images made of eight metals, show
very ancient dates. One image in Chintamaniji temple bears a
date oflo19Samvat, and some other bear the dates showing
the craftsmanship two to three centuries old. In Shantinath temple,
an idol bears a date 0653 Samvat and the old image of
Neminath has the yess07Samvat inscribed on the back. But
the old stone image of Sambhabnath near Baranagar is more
than five feet in height and is perhaps the largest Jain image in
any temple of the three eastern states of India. The Jain temples
of Murshidabad are still attrative to all sections of people.

JainTemples of Murshidabad
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The Jain temple attached with the garden house of late

place of interest. This temple was built at a latter date and was
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sanctified with stone images of PadmapraBliinath and

Parshanath. It attracts attention of Jain pilgrims from far and

near and is well-maintained.
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Mahimapuyrwhere the ancient house of the Jagatseths
was situated, is now barren except a few mounds vovered by
jungles. Portions of the old dilapidated walls made of small thin
bricks are concealed in thickets. The famous Rung Mahal Pal-
ace of the Jagatseths are gone. Much water has flowed down
the Bhagirathi since the Seth brothers were taken captive by
Nabab Mir Kasim on that fateful nightA&pril, 1763 and were
thrown into the Ganga from Monghyr Fort.

The stately mansion of the Jagatseths stood on the east-
ern bank of the rivewhich ravaged the greater part of the Pal-
ace including three templésnong these temples there was a
Hindu temple, built of Dutch porcelain tiles by Jagetseth Hurrek
Chand inL798 Other two were Jain temples built by the First
Jagatseth Fateh Chand.ito2 When the old temples were in
tottering condition, Jagatseth Golab Chand removed the valu-
able stones and heaped them in his new palace compound. His
son, Jagatseth Fatehchand, the last Jagatseth, built the persent
temple with one of the two sets of valuable Kasauti stone stabs,
so long preservednother set of slabs was carefully left apart.
but the third set was swept away with the exmplehey
Bhagirathi long ago.
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The front of the persant Jagats&#mple was panelled
with Dutch tiles showing Biblical themes and the temple builtin
1903 speaks feebly of the granduer that had been associated
with the Jagatseths. Later the Dutch tiles were reméwed.
cording to the history preserved by the Seth fai@dgh Manik
Chand who accompanied Murshid Kuli Khan to Murshidabad
from Dacca, received these Kasauti stone slabs from the Nabab
as a present or on ancient Hindu temple, were bought from the
ruins of GaurManik Chand started the temples and Fateh Chand
completed the works. But the temples were ruined in course of
time and Fateh Chand Il re-built the temple. The Seth family
had Jain images made of pebbles, crystals and other precious
stones, one of them a crystal image of Lord Kunthanath bore a
date ofi664with the price Rs30,000inscribed thereon. The
Seths temple now has three images of Janthankars,
Mallinath, Parshanath and Rishavdeva, and Parshanath is the
central figure.
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The temple of Neminath at Cossimbazar was perhaps
the oldest Jain temple of Murshidabad DistAtpresent the
temple is totally gone and the images of the temple were re-
moved elsewhere. This Jain temple once contained the images
of all theTirthankaras of the Jainkhis temple was on the south-
western bank of the Cossimbazar ritiee main channel of the
Bhagirathi now known as Kati-Ganga, and was place of Jain
pilgrimage even in thesth centuryThis temple was the central
place, around which the Jain community lived during the hey-
days of CossimbazaWhen the Neminath temple fellin ruins,
the images were removed to different places and re-instated in
new temples. Some of these old images are now in Jain temples

WR IO H ST

atAzimganj. Lalgola and even at Rajshahi ; and are being still

worshipped by the devotees.
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The contemporary Muslim historians wrote that Seth
Manik Chand had huge amount of gold and silver which could
not be measured in any terms. He had a huge stock of emer-
alds. Proverbially it was said that he could stop the flow of river
Ganga by constructing a wall aflg and silver accross its stream.
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Itis believed that of him in those days. Several times his wealth
was looted but he continued to remain the richest person.

UH SO 98 1 ST G U 5ol & ST
AR § 411 T 99 9 TRER e ARare & Teiaret e
H W | 3T % WE T 8 ¥ 9 B gU off ¥R-4R
3T Fehe | TR offf | Had quu | ST SHed g i
% GUH H F AP HR SH R HAT| 3TF 915 37h
T A off 3R W ¥ WA & T | 3k I oAt gu
ek A W YIER T T ALt & T | FHaR § I8
AN AR H SR 99 T SR BRI o T 3
&TeTd I: STATSIet &l ST o SRUT S SR % T TR
S ot IS S AT S W Hgd Aot Ad St A
T TOM H AR M F A AT EREA=ST Ahel U
W] 8 R SH W % T § T G AT Gi9 @ 4T
ST SR STRTGA FHE AR AN IF WAl A | AT SN 6
U T SR IR IS A HET F A agd ST WA oA
3 O T WA Al DATT I | 3T off ST A ST q
STET ST | ERT T g ol 3R 96T U 3R S8 T H
UR FF USE 9 H AR UEd | 3¥ GHF IR H
IMESTet 3T I AT 3T TR o T 37 T T 3T AHagoy
TR T S AT | TR W 3% T ARG i g O e
YT TEH H AR Hell| o MU § 8 ¥ER, Hedr 3T
TATFER &, 3% b o UTeehl o TRHRT 3T 4Ry ofF & i
TR o FER GO o | STH HIeTSHe A % 37 &R
Y ST TS T ETHT T ST GRS & HIh! T TSl

€ IO H ST

TR | ST HRSHET 1 qaTsell e § g3T A 9 379 9T
TR I ot UeAT o AT SR T 3H U M HI |
Y-S HRSJHET i aReen! gidl Tl RS i g o
& TN | 2T 39 9T IR i gt 9 Tecaqul oT | 7
IR, IR, T, HERl 3THE 3R T Bi g gooh
T S ot T TE ookl | Sga A TSt ST gt off |
FHoThHTT 3T T T9 T AT1 SRS & Ui STSHgen =
heeT TIGE &R B gaTug!, T aSqX SR el st i
T FAT AT| TR, TN, TSTHES, SThT TR TeAT ht Tt
TSI BN H B oA | T T TAT AT A off 1o v
TS | Wil 3§ 9T AE HIAT R0 I § oot 3R
A= AT B S SN T AT YR 3 9| 39 WhR
T 28¢y To T A I8 H ERER 31O Hed 3R
TAMER] ¥ eEud! o9 T | ORI a0 S Hig 9¢ T a
FER o STATAT ST o ToTHee 3R SRl § o 376 AR
HT TR & T 97| HieS[HA % 9% I e 3R
{ITSIS T 92T HEHAT 3TSTH 7 ST gU W= R Teeh
T 2| TS T ot HIS FY Tk ST AT AT
TORT TIT HIAT Bt df of SRR o I ST & | 3776t D
e § o gt ¥ FHAST T 59 T | WIS I UeeA S a9 i
3G H o AN ¥ USeT oTd HSTgR! i g4 3TRT Uge o |
3Tk ST | & Te a9 T9T e ST i g g8 3R
ITHT IF Y3155 TETGE o A ¥ Jooil o aed W a7 |
T, TR & 9gd d TG 3T T 5 ST TS TR
I HiS F TAT AT 47| ARETS ¥ Tgd F Jahi i AR
IR FBT T TEET SR I% FEIA & | T 255¢ H IS H




U H S 39

AFTHT H QR & STHIER IMAe ¥ Aol U a8l
TS Y I | ST g a1 § 4707 H ITel g3t o v
The % T WS BRI 9 §eR & ATSH 69 o o
TSR i HEE I | T T ERTS I STAHS i T8 e
Tl B off A 3% SIS AFG 91 SR 98, S
3R TS | 3T &F TIHT 1 THIOT SHAT o7 | T 2082
2. Il a9 i 3G H TR GoF g2 | 9k T 7 U U
T off | 3 MR % WA WIS 1w 3k ATl
TEH T & | 3T: B g Tohdl § & STIAYS & 97
SAT Bl TBY T YA H AHA g8 | Yo § ERE< 7 S oF
F AR TE o TG g ST Bl IR Tam off | 39 T9
TS Wl Tk o 3T H Ueh Tl IR S of S ERTS
T ! TTeN e & | AR ST g3 b hietamd T
% T H Foll T | HIE A 3T &1 Sar g3 o7 | St
T A UST & & BN YMESRT elld o T Te @
et &1 Toedl W BRI ol TTell TG € | qoTesst AR %
TUE § U AT I8 A6 AT TP Fd H SHAES
& A9 & T H ol g o —

TR gaT YU, SVEY WER |

T TEAST SR, Slefded SR |12

< TS99, 9 T HIg S|

T O e WL, SR 0T | OT W0 R

AUy SHH, 958 99T Her |

ST 3T TG G, HH AN STAAR | 13

T I WA Y, FHHl qoh TR |

FH e AT, T SR TR | 1%

B¢ IO H ST

TS BRI o U= I HIUTHD= gU | Heiapel! ©f o
T 3T FE BIS e HIRTs o1 | GRISSHel S o T &l 3 STt
A S 3IW GHI AT HI ASEE A | W AT
ISR o W ISPl T T HTHS S & I FRrspe
Gl TR ¥ ARGEER 3T o AT TSl o 3k e
A | MAF T5 H T8 | 81 q2NE FHoll @ 7 JREER
IR THET 3R WAF TF H WES F F T A
T o | TRl HEHR § W AE o5 A A el 3R
YRR gl SHam | HRieEHelt W & Y JeE oS 3R
M GURT o TS ST A ol &1 T S
GURT & HROT T AT STTeT 3R TR ! AT o el § 99
T & | TS W IR THATA S i ISSI of S o | 37
THATA H gl §on T 59 § Foid o |

When Seth Manik Chand established his Kothi at Dacca,
the then capital of Bengal, there was a political shake up in the
country The Mughal Emperdkurangzeb was losing his influ-
ence and the chiefs at distant places were increasing their per-
sonal influence and power to establish independent states.
Aurangzeb had appointed Murshidkuli Khan as Diwan of
Azimusshan, the Nawab of Dacca. Intelligent, courageous and
bold, both Murshidkuli Khan and Seth Manik Chand, who had
brotherly afection for each othewielded great influence and
power in Dacca. Seth Manik Chand had much helped himin
becoming the Nawab of Bengal. The town of Murshidabad along
river Ganga was set up with joint efforts of them both. Seth
Manik Chand invested heavily to make it a prospgtown.
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They £nt an annual revenue of rupees two cror&arangzeb

in place of the existing revenue of rupees one crore and thirty
lakhs. Pleased with thiSurangzeb shifted the capital from Dacca

to Murshidabaddzimsusshan remained only a titular chidfe

people of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa regarded Murshidkuli Khan
and Seth Manik Chand as uncrowned princes of their heart.

Seth Manik Chand always generously helped the raatemed

the miseries of the oppressed and the peasants and made their
condition better both financially and sociaBengal became
much peaceful and prosperous as a result of his wise fiscal poli-

cies and development of trade and commerce by him.

Jagat Seths of Murshidabad, Prograssive Jains of India.
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On receiveing the Farman for his appointment as Diwan,
Seth Manik Chand met Murshidkuli Khan and removed the
misunderstanding from his mindith his consultation he wrote

to the Emperor that though he accepts the post but again hands
it over to deserving Murshidkuli Khan. It shows the great char-
acter of Seth Manik Chand. He tackled the order about releas-
ing the land to the English very intelligently and managed that
instead of transfer of land to them the English may do business
in the area without paying custom-tax.

The entire revenue of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa was col-
lected by Jagat Seth and the currency minted by him was used
in these three States.

Progressive Jains of India
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The importance of Manikchand may be realised from the

fact that when in 1712, during the fight for succesgiamus-

3T 3T AR TER AR SAfdded W gd T AT 91| 3@ shan declared himself empendianikchand received a siropa

TG DT T AT U1 Il & Wi & IRe S | il T ¢ |
e 3 IR H o € h—
AT § HieT 9ol g5, ATeat |1y STeh < |
F YT § A T, A URhS G Fadent IR
IR & FOTT &l ¥ AT, Ary-ifeat ad |
AT I 3 g ¥ AA, TU Ja A TR

and an elephant, and his nephew an elephant from the State,
for their support. In the same yeathen Farrukh Siyar en-
throned himself at Patna and proceeded to compete for the Delhi
throne, he took loan from Manikchand to finance his endeavours.
Soon after his accession, Farrukh Siyar honoured Manikchand
with the title of Nagar Seth (the city banker). Manik chdied
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“In 1723 Fatehchand got the title of Jagat Seth from the
emperor on the recommendation of Murshid QuiiEnglish

in 1714, but before his death the banking house was firmly es-
tablished in Murshidabad. He was succeeded by his nephew
Fatehchand. Fatehchand was adopted by him as a child and he Company record says that Murshid Quli had ‘Fleeced’ five lakhs
has trained him up as a banker and clever diplomat. of rupees from Fatehchandiin22 as a price for the confer-

ment of the title. Jagat Seth became the most influential private
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person in Murshidabad.”

West Bengal District Gagetteers.
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He (Fateh chand) had about this time married his young-
est grandson named Seet Mohtab Roy to a young creature of

exquisite beautyaged about eleven yeaf$ie fame of her

beauty coming to the ears of the Sarpharaj Khan he turned
with curisity and lust for the possession of, aed sending for

Jaggaut Seth demanded a sight for her

Holwells Interesting Historical Events pt | Chapt I, p. 70.
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ST WS o WY ST 3T Wedl o HRUT I8 IR g
T AT 911 SH o TRIST & SARAUT & T8 STeATasT
T+ ST W3 1 YT & W H SR 319 FA19 T ARea s
& ARIEER 3R ST ¥S 1 HiSl l GRET & o1d ool |
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e SAT| S T IS €I I T BT A TRl 3R
HISt TGT-T6d &l TS | Uh ¥ 918 YA: FRIST - gHeAT AT 9
IR T & Te STeaaT B 7 YR 0 S Tl FoArT 3T
T TAIR & IHSAT oA HIE |

ST U3 & UM 3 @ o % TRIST 5T & RIS
TS H W ol 3R Y F T BT S R UST| 3h
FRAR T -39 § ST R ST o411 T § 231 099 o 9
TS IS AP i & Sl o ST ST GSF Feetrer o | St
% R AT AR TR HH ST WS & 3T ¥R § F | T2
AT HEAT 7 ST 93 ¥ ARG TUF el of [T AT ST
P & Fi&l a9 X o | T TRE ¥ 98 370 AR *
T S 93 W TR & 9|

In 1732when the English East India Company sent Rs.

1,50,000t0 Patna, they borrowed the amount from the House of
Jagat Settt Kasim Bazarthe servants or the Company-bor
rowed Rs2,00,00drom the House. The Company was irritated
but had to admit that if they were to trade in Bengal. Futteh
Chand must be satisfied and the house must be kept in temper

ST S Holgds T Heed GRS & el Joell &
T[S Teh BoTohl | Y STeREEd o7 | IR Tg= SAT9T T He a1
ol ST T M Tooll Hod-d a1 GRS & FaTe § T
et off G 5% ST ¥S o Ak & R o |

Fateh Chand’nearness to the political supremos in Delhi

and Murshidabad gradually led to his involvement in the politics
of the period. The European companies courted him for his word
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carried great weight with the Nawab and the Mughal Emperor
Whenever they needed some favour from the Nawab or the
Emperorthey routed their request through the House of Jagat
Seth.

ST U3 & Ta THTERIS 84 % RN &1 Sfishor
FI U T oigeh 4 ol §—

An author has graphically described the reasons for the
tremendous influence wielded by the House of Jagat Seth. “The
major sources of the huge income, tremendous power and great
prestige of the house of Jagat Seth were derived from their farms
of Murshidabad and Dacca mints, two-thirds of the province’
revenue collection, their control over rates of exchange, interest
rates, bill-broking and the provision of credit’.

The economic importance of the House received impe-
tus when it was called upon to remit the annual tribute of the
Subah to Delhi.

The existence of branches of the House in all the impor-
tant trade centres in eastern, northern and western India, en-
abled the House to carry on the work of transmission of money
throughhundis.This was a very important segment of their ac-
tivities. A contemporary author noted thatarshani hundi
between rupees fifty lakhs and one crore could be drawn in the
time of Seth Fateh Chand. The prosperity of the House was so
well established that even when the Marathas in 1742 looted
Rupees two crores from the House of Jagat Seth, its liquidity



AU H S ue

was notimpaired. In 1747 the Chief of the Dacca Factory of
the English East India Company received Rs. one lakh by means
of ahundisent from Kasimbazar and discounted by the House
of Jagat Seth.

Hlgd] o I YF T AT IR AT SR WA
U § YA & & 9 % SR hdgds & o5 STl 9
Tedmees Tl T 93T 39 THT Socil 1 IReE STeHsye
AT | 3G HEAIEES il S 43 3R 3% WIE WEUEg i
TERIST 1 QA AT S drd T I8N 1 @A ot
T AT 9IEAT Bl AT AT

“URETY T8 AT GEeh T WS W o § %
3TSREd VTR § ST SUTT-JAA F SIS ST T i S
TR T TT 9T, 3Tk 3 6T ¥ GRIGTEIE o ST 6
T TR T ¥ =G ¢ | GRRER ¥ Soell 9 Sd 43
AR i THT €15 STH ST SHROT &7, SHHT IR T 1 Teh
STEREE T BT | T ST 938 Tdedws A Sl A Heed
1T T, I | G o 91 2701 IsT9aret & o9 W
T GaTsTl # U AT AT & Yol AT W gq | a1 & 6
THI 9 Toll & A el § IS Fal IS P
gUS % ST & T Fhel o | STHS AR 1 Th 3 9
3T o T o7 SR TUGeRT BIehT ST Tk gER % B - H
3T BT -5 g ot o |

“Their riches were so great, that no such bankers were

ever seen in Hindustan or Deccan; nor was there any banker or
merchant that could stand a comparison with them, all over In-
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dia. Itis even certain that all the bankers of their time in Bengal,
were either their factors, or some of their farilyeir wealth
may be guessed by this only fact. In the first invasion of the
Marhattas, and when Moorshoodabad was not yet surrounded
by walls, Mir-habib, with a party of their best hourse, having
found means to fall upon that ¢ibeforeAly-verdy khan could
come up, carried from Jagat Settbuse two crores of rupees
inArcot coin only ; and this religious sum did ndeaft the two
brothers, more than if it had been two trusses of siragy
continued to give afterwards to Government, as they had done
before, bill of exchange, called darshani hundies, of one crore
at a time, by which words is meant, a draft, which the acceptor
is to pay at sight, without any sort of excuse. In short, their
wealth was such that there is no mentioning it without seeming
to exaggerate, and to deal in extravagant fables. Thousands of
their agents and factors have acquired such fortunes in their ser-
vice, as have enabled them to purchase large tracts of land, and
other astonishing possessions.”

Seir MutagherinTransVol, Il, pp.226-227.

T 20uE o § 3T a9 i 3W H ITefest @il g
T 3TH AT IAD! T STHAT ST T G SR S,
FER 3R ST T a1 ST | FISEIAT SR STelias G o
T & a9 H 2eee § Robert Ormeyd i@l 8- “Mirza
Mahmud Siraj, a youth of seventeen years, had discovered the

most vicous propensities, at an agen only follies are ex-
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pected from princes. But the gredeation whichAllaverdy

[Ali Vardi] had borne to the father was transferred to this son,
whom he had for some years bred in his own palace; where
instead of correcting the evil dispositions of his nature, he suf-
fered them to increase by overweening indulgence: born with-
out compassion, it was one of the amusements of Mirza
Mahmuds childhood to torture birds and animals; and, taught
by his minions to regard himself as of a superior order of being,
his natural crueltyhardened by habit, rendered him as insen-
sible to the sufferings of his own species as of the brute creation
[animals]: in conception he was not s|dat absurd; obstinate,
sullen, and impatient of contradiction; but notwithstanding this
insolent contempt of mankind, innate cowardice, the confusion
of his ideas rendered him suspicious of all those who approached
him, excepting his favourites, who were buffoons and profli-
gate men, raised from menial servants to be his companions:
with these he lived in every kind of intemperance and debauch-
ery, and more especially in drinking spiritous liquors to an ex-
cess, which inflamed his passions and impaired the little under-
standing with which he was born. He had, howemanning
enough to carry himself with much demureness in the presence
of Allaverdy, whom no one ventured to inform of his real ehar
acter; for in despotic states the sovereign is always the last to
hear what it concerns him most to knbw

& T%h §RT @l Tl STqad’ shld § T ol &
& Al @i & AT qarel 991 7 T T8l Hoi T S
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e 9 TR T g1, 99 S 43 7 €9 §RT A919 i
TETIT i, ST 47 ST TS AE G % o I O 39
TE TF ST Uh FST BiST GRET o o T Tl o o el
JOE & T AT TERRT AAS g IR UG B T
FAT| ARt @ f ST ¥ 1 Igd HH Hal a7 3R
IR TR HT I AA ol ITA TG A
STCAaRT T = 319 Teg o Jd TRTST SRl 3TOHT ITRT FRRT
I 5T Xl §U 3 S Sl FAE SR FoT 1 TR
T AT & el TRISTRICTT STed= 3TRER 5 3R =efet Wyre

N AT HEH U HH FEER HEAT WU AR w1 el
THHT 3T A el A1 | 3T TR § Fft AR ST & |

“Making no distinction between wise and virtue, he car-

ried defilement wherever he went, and, like a man alienated in
his mind, he made the house of men and women of distinction
the scenes of his deprayiyithout minding either rank or sta-
tion. In a little time he became detested as Pharaoh, and people
on meeting him by chance used tq &agd save us from him!”

FAAERT ET Sl TSI TASH! THIET SH TS i e
TEl ST ARt | A T gy ot | 3% O SR
T A TG S 310 o TG o WA vt & Aol
el T o TR 1 Heol S-am 91| 39 Heel o Rl
T Hielt 3iieT el ot | TR WX 93 & GRIST o 9
T GEETE off | o SIS Sl Sel HacaTehiel i T
3R 5l 310 aXIel IWASRT © KAl T | TR W) oia o
T I TAT AT TG ST bt T T oot H T oAl 3R
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I STINYHIT ATeR HAT| 3G AT HISTH i Il
T ot el T & |

The young nawab faced a two pronged problem: the in-
creasing ambitions of the British and the conspiracy of his dis-
gruntled realatives who were allied with the bureaucrats. He
tried to encounter these by first relieving his maternal aunt,
Begum Ghasiti,(a scheming and intriguing person) of her
wealth and slashing the powers of Mafarthe Commander
in-Chief (Bakshi) of the royal army

TATERA & SR a6 WS 3 Hedd 98 & a1
5 & TN TR T AT 7R STh! TATE hl Heeael
TR AT AT T | T-a1] | Teas =g i ok
T S T 9 ot I ol

39k T & IR H YRt T TeTIRR TeTH ga Tofs
3 o -

“Owing to Siraj ud Dowla harshness of temper and in-
dulgence, fear and terror had settled on the hearts of everyone
to such an extent that no one among his generals of the army or
the noblemen of the city was free from anxiétypongst his
officers, whoever went to wait on Siraj ud Dowla despaired of
life and honoyrand whoever returned without being disgraced
and ill-treated offered thanks to God. Siraj ud Dowla treated all
the noblemen and generals of Mahabat Jalnyardi Khan]
with ridicule and drolleryand bestowed on each some con-
temptuous nickname that ill-suited any of th&md whatever
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harsh expressions and abusive epithet came to his lips, Siraj ud
Dowla uttered them unhesitatingly in the face of everyone, and
no one had the boldness to breath freely in his presence.”

et | ST ot 797 TG Sl Sool! aeeE gRT St
Wihd T & & § S I o IR T8 TG ST U3 & §RT
IS ST <t | I ek STRERET o HRT §% 3T § < 2
T gfFa o e Wiehd ST 31 VAT 3TEHE A Soedl & AIeeE
% THESAT T 37T U&7 § HXeh S BT AGE T o
TRE TR TAT| G HgeATer 3T HRSTH i ST TRE
T HH % O US| TH g % o AR o W A i
AT T I T ST ST IS T AT | T AT T STaIgeet
IedTe R el e STET HHSTRY ST H3 = T 3TewT
AR AT | Hoaed G1E ST 93 o @ T TH H TeR
AT TR I T I AR AT 6 THR ol 1 G206
ST ST S 1 AR § T AT 3T @l &7 IR o
HIAH TERT 5 HAT| 9% § AR §RT ST 98 i
TSR AT | (T T YR T TETHRRT = T HAT Hl Jooid Tal el
TAFT T EAE T H GRIETEE ! e H ST U e §1)

TTRTHF TUH o AR TSR WeSERT 3R
=T TN T | 3T T T Fa | 7 EHIR o & T
HigeATel i e i, ST IR et | el 4 < ! STt
off, 310 TR | 1@ X 1T | AT T ol aTera G
ANT &l SFRIMI o o o TSIF N of a8 AT |
STETRY T Y | B T TETIRRI 1 FEA1 & F WSl
J ST WS WHRH ot ST TRt ST STt T | TATet Ig
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T T H WIS Bl TH SGAGH Bl TAT HAT T |
TSI H ST dgH o | $ER TS & Wt off I e
| ST WS ST I Wit o % UeT B e 41 o
ST & T AT Y HAT AR TEN & TAT 3T gRRY at o
TST & AR € ] TSTRIGT A Ueh F G | 30T o o
HeTehal B U ST e & O Bl T oaH B holaal Y
?ﬁa‘ g of Plasseya tiny village, located midway between Calcutta and

tant forthe throneTaking advantage of this turbulent situation,
the British re-conquered Calcutta in Februasyab and struck

a secret deal witWlir -Jafar. When the British captured the
French factory aChandernagore the French sought help from
Siraj. The final showdown between Siraj-u-Daula and the Brit-
ish armycommanded biRobert Clive, took place at the fields

FTeTere] B % T S GHEE 996 % TEER 3 9 99 Murshidabad. Owing to an act of gross betrayal by Mir Jafar

Siraj was defeated @ard Juna757AD, and subsequently killed.

TS & T6F 8 T % TS us H TS 1 ST A
T ISR St HIF H ool X odT | 57 | ool T
YR F NI ST U T T AT | IHh 915 o o |
Ilehd ST o TGI8 il S H o AT | THY HRIGT 33T
TS 3 Y: FoTehall Sl ST ol 3R HRSTRR & T iy
F Al 3T H TS FARH o Aged W TS TA1 A 33 S
ot o H TRISTEICT 1 Il & J5 H &1 ST TXSfRIeH
ART T 3R HRSTE el W 937 | 39 WR g | aR-
IR TSR RT ST AT 84 F deeg ff S 33 3
TR | T BT oY TEl AT AR T & ST 1 e
TAT| TR qH F WEECT AR IS & = o8 |-
g ff o4 W FF g8 ST & I A I BT B o T
T TH WE GE 3R T TWE F6 & T 47|

On the24th May 1756 AD Siraj occupied the

Cossimbazarfactory of the British. He went on to occupy

Calcutta in June756AD. Next he went téurnea,Bihar to
guell the rebellion of his cousBhaukat Jangalso a cates-

Mir-Jafar ascended the throne of Bengal.

3T HRSITHY ol Fa1d FHT 96 & | & 3 ST TS
THH o TN FE A1 W oFF SR ST SR Tl A
FF IR 7 3¢ WRREET A F5 F TS 411 F3
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TSI T T S 3k G W ST T I & o | R |
STUST TS I TTIAT 1 T FHROT AT Sl FHHAR
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TRISREIAT o a8 HRSATER FaTd a1 S 37T & gl
I FHSYACA AT | STUST T TGEA HIA o STHH IS WAl &
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